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On April 28, Michelle Lujan Grisham, the New Mexico 
Governor, announced that 58% of adult New Mexico 
residents have received at least one vaccine dose and 48% 
are fully vaccinated.  Accordingly, there will be some 
loosening of the pandemic restrictions that have been in 
place in New Mexico for more than a year.  By July 1, the 
Governor expects that more than 60% of adult New 
Mexicans will have been fully vaccinated at which time 
there will be a further return to normalcy, except masks 
will probably still be required for large indoor gatherings.  
In anticipation of these new regulations, the Board has 
adopted a plan to assist in the transition to normal 
operations. 
 
Golf Course.  The golf course will officially 
open on May 14th.  As you are aware, Scott 
Boomer has decided to move to Texas by the 
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Garbage 
Continues  
To Be An 
Issue. 

1

Recently, one of us put a major piece of 
furniture on top of the 
dumpster. There are scheduled 
times in the canyon where you 
may take your bigger pieces for disposal. 
You take things that are large to Dumpster 
Days or out to the Dump near the Rio 
Grande canyon. 
https://taoscanyon.org/dumpster-day/ 
Dumpster Saturdays – 9am-1pm (weather 
permitting) 
5/15, 6/12, 7/17, 8/21, 9/18, 10/16, 11/20, 12/18 
*Gravel Pit (Mile Marker 259) 
 

Many residents put boxes in the dumpster 
for disposal. This is BAD! You waste space 
in the dumpster for the trash 
people have bagged.  In the 
winter collapse them. In the summer place 
them in the recycling area after you have 
collapsed them. Recycling them is Good! 

Rule of Thumb for the Dumpsters. 
If it won’t fit in a garbage bag,  

it can’t go in the dumpster. 

2

Plus it saves us valuable dumpster space 
which is in high demand in the summer. 
Space equals our $$$ paid to Waste 
Management.  

Construction Waste is also not allowed. 
That means lumber. Old toilets. 
Windows. Our dumpsters are for 
household trash only. If you have homes in 
other parts of the country, I’m pretty sure 
you do not get to put these things out for 
trash. Please follow that same rule here. 
We pay by the dumpster, so the more 
dumpsters we have to rent the more we pay 
to Waste Management.  

Let’s not throw away money! 

Let’s work together to be 
smart with our trash. 

Taos County Solid Waste     Any resident that lives in a multi-family resident 
development whose owner contracts with a commercial hauler to provide solid waste 
collection and disposal for its residents shall be required to pay an annual fee in the 
amount of $30 including all applicable taxes to Taos County so long as the owner 
maintains continuous service with a private hauler, which shall be assessed on or about 
January 1st of each year. Payment of the discounted fee shall entitle the responsible 
party to one punch card that is valid for six punches for a period of one year. 
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The	Reverend	Marney	Ault	Wasserman,	71,	retired	pastor	in	the	Presbyterian	Church	(USA),	completed	
her	baptism	and	made	her	journey	to	God	on	April	19,	2021,	at	her	home,	
surrounded	by	family	and	singing.	She	was	a	vacationer	in	Valle	Escondido	for	
more	than	thirty	years,	and	a	full-time	resident	of	Taos	for	the	last	two	years.		
		 Marney	was	the	daughter	of	Burch	and	Pony	Ault,	and	the	sister	of	Nick,	
Andy,	David,	and	Allie	Ault.	In	1972	she	married	the	Reverend	Dave	Wasserman;	
they	celebrated	their	48th	anniversary	last	August.	She	is	survived	by	her	husband	
(Taos);	her	children,	Matt	(Denver),	Nick	(New	York),	and	Kate	(Houston);	her	
daughter-in	laws,	Clare	(New	York),	and	Katie	(Denver);	and	her	grandchildren,	
Addie	and	Tali	(New	York),	and	Dylan,	Asher,	and	Jackson	(Denver).	

She	served	the	church	as	a	pastor	of	several	congregations:	in	Cedar	Falls,	
IA	(First	Presbyterian);	in	Tulsa,	OK	(several	interim	pastorates);	in	Dallas,	TX	
(several	interim	pastorates);	and	in	Tucson,	AZ	(Trinity	Presbyterian);	and	along	
with	her	husband,	she	helped	start	two	new	congregations	for	the	denomination,	in	Glendale,	AZ	
(Heritage	Presbyterian)	and	in	Wausau,	WI	(Covenant	Community	Presbyterian).	She	taught	worship	and	
liturgy	at	Phillips	Theological	and	Austin	Presbyterian	Seminaries,	helped	lead	the	Commission	Lay	Pastor	
Training	program	in	OK	and	TX,	and	chaired	the	national	Sacraments	Study	group	that	re-wrote	the	
Presbyterian	Baptism	and	Communion	Liturgies	in	the	early	2000s.	A	self-described	“wordsmith”	and	
writer	of	poems	for	the	latter	half	of	her	life,	she	published	her	first	book	of	poetry	this	year,	1000	
Gratitudes.	
		 She	enjoyed	singing,	photography,	reading,	easy	hiking,	gardening,	sunning,	shelling,	and	winning	
board	games.	She	loved	family	and	building	their	summer	cabin	in	the	mountains	into	a	home.	She	took	
to	adventuring	with	her	husband,	sailing	in	the	Caribbean	and	living	for	two	years	in	the	British	Virgin	
Islands	in	retirement.	Her	18-month	battle	with	pancreatic	cancer	showed	her	courageous	and	graceful	
spirit.	Now,	her	pain	is	over,	there	is	peace,	and	all	is	well	with	her	soul.	The	Wasserman	and	Ault	clans	
are	grateful	for	all	she	taught	us	about	how	to	live	and	how	to	die.		
		 We	thank	the	Rivera	Funeral	Home	and	First	Presbyterian	Church	of	Taos	for	their	help	and	
support.	A	memorial	service	is	to	be	held	in	her	honor	at	First	Presbyterian	Church	in	Taos	on	May	8,	
2021.	
		 We	will	remember	Marney	with	all	the	love,	joy	and	peace	she	continuously	gave	to	her	family,	
friends,	and	acquaintances.	
		
Donations	in	her	memory	can	be	sent	to:	
Pancreatic	Cancer	Action	Network	(PanCAN)	
www.pancan.org	
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Welcome Valle Escondido Neighbors. I thought this 
would be a fun idea to get us all involved in social 
media, Facebook. This is a private group. If you wish to 
be connected with other Valle Escondido homeowners 
please submit your email address to me along with your 
cabin address so I can accept you as a member. I am 
not claiming to be an expert on Facebook. Far from it 
but I thought we are getting lots of new people in the 
Valle and thought this would be fun for us all. If you 
want to submit images to me so I can change the cover 
image often that would be great.  Much appreciated.  
 
Purpose:  
Valle Escondido Homeowners Facebook Sharing ideas, 
images, stuff for sale, fun stuff. Please no politics it will 
not be allowed. Please be kind to your neighbor.  
 
Link: to see the group 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/778856652919562 
 
If you cannot get the link just type:  
Valle Escondido Homeowners Group on Facebook.  
Sincerely, 
Wanda Macpherson 
Email: mwanda1901@yahoo.com 
 

Elections Are On the 
Horizon 

If you are interested in running for the Board 
of Directors, you can contact any of these 

Board Members for more information. 
Kathy DeLucas, Jim Miller or Debra Wallace.  

You can find their information in the Valle 
Directory on line.  

While we will soon elect new 
board members, we would be 
remiss not to acknowledge 
those who have worked 
diligently to keep our Valle 
thriving and moving forward. 
A big thanks go to Bob Clift, 
Jim Miller and Brian Van 
Nevel. 

Bob is completing his second 
tour of duty and we are so 
thankful for that 
commitment.  

Jim Miller and Brian Van 
Nevel  will be running for 
their second terms with the 
Board this year.  

We appreciate your 
dedication to the Valle. We 
know you will continue to do 
all that you can to make sure 
our Valle continues to thrive. 

 

Would You Like More 
Communication With the Valle? 

By Wanda Macpherson 
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Continued from page 1 
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end of the season to be closer to his family.  The Board has 
hired Michael Cox starting May 3rd and Pete Trujillo 
starting May 10th.  Please take the time to thank Scott for 
his years of great work on our behalf and to welcome 
Michael, Pete and all of our other new employees.  Nearly 
all of New Mexico is currently in severe to exceptional 
drought conditions, which means another challenging year 
for growing grass, among other things.  To that end, the 
Board is exploring a possible collaboration with the Golf 
Course Superintendent at Taos Country Club to keep our 
course in the best possible condition.  While we don’t have 
an official schedule from the Golf Committee yet, we 
expect to continue the usual tournaments and Sunday 
scrambles, although there may be some adjustment in 
start times in order to encourage more golf memberships.  
In keeping with CDC and New Mexico guidelines, face 
masks will not be required on the golf course. 
 
 Clubhouse.  The clubhouse will open on May 14th so that 
non-members can pay greens fees and golfers can use the 
restrooms (no porta-potties this year!).  Beginning May 
28th, the bar and food service will be open from 11:00 am to 
7:00 pm on Saturday through Thursday and 11:00 am to 
9:00 pm on Friday.  From 7:30 am to 11:30 am, we will 
staff the register with students to collect greens fees and 
sell golf merchandise only.  The expanded hours are an 
experiment to see if we can attract more residents and 
non-residents to the clubhouse.  Both Tom Dorris and 
Sundae Silver will be returning this year and both will 
staff the Friday evening Happy Hours.  Due to concerns 
about food handling safety, food allergies and the spread of 
COVID-19, the Association is not scheduling any Saturday 
potlucks, but the Board is open to further discussion as the 
summer progresses.  VEHA will need to 
continue to enforce the NM requirement 
that face masks be worn indoors as long as 
that requirement remains in place.   
 
Pool and Children’s Playground.  The pool and 
playground will be open as usual beginning Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day weekend.  No vaccine has yet 
been approved for children, so parents should use their 

Road Committee 
Recently, Ed Foshee and 
Scott Boomer met with new 
County Public Works 
Superintendent regarding 
the County Road and its 
deplorable condition. He is 
going to come up with a plan 
to get the road in shape and 
then schedule long term 
routine maintenance. This 
has not been done by the 
county for over ten years.  
One concern was the ability 
for Emergency vehicles to 
respond in a timely manner. 
He will also look at some 
product made from tree sap 
that may help with dust on 
the road.  
Because so little has been 
done over the past years, it 
might take a few years to 
get things completed. They 
will also address the area by 
the RV parkas well as the 
culvert additions and 
drainage. While the Vigils 
have been helping with the 
road maintenance in the 
past they have not charged 
the Valle for that. It was 
free gratis to help us and for 
access to their ranch.  
It appears we now have a 
PW Superintendent who is 
willing to work with us.  
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discretion in deciding whether these 
facilities are safe for their children. 
 
Lakes.  Both lakes will be open as usual.  
The budget provides for two stockings of 
fish and no face masks are required, 
although users are encouraged to 
maintain physical distancing.  (Besides, 
combat fishing is no fun!)  We expect to 
resume the Kids’ Fishing Derby over the 
4th of July weekend. 
 
Owners’ Meetings.  We will resume 
owners’ meetings in the clubhouse at 2:00 
pm on the Saturday of the Memorial Day, 
4th of July and Labor Day weekends.  The 
Association will provide the conference 
call capability for those members who are 
unable or uncomfortable in attending the 
meetings in person.  The telephone 
number is (888) 740-4219 and the Code is 
529178. 
 
On July 4th, Bob Clift, Jim Miller and 
Brian Van Nevel will complete their 
current term on the Board.  Please thank 
them for their years of service to the 
Association.  The Nominating Committee 
(Kathy DeLucas, Jim Miller and Debra 
Wallace) continues to recruit candidates 
for election to the Board.  No prior 
experience or skills (other than a 
willingness to attend 5-6 meetings a year, 
usually by telephone, and participate in 
the discussions) is required.  We are 
primarily a volunteer organization and 
serving on the Board is one of the most 
important commitments.  If you are 
willing to be a candidate, please contact 
the Hiring Committee, a Board member or 
nominations from the floor will be 
accepted at the Memorial Day Owners’ 
Meeting.   
 

4

Best regards for a happy and fun-filled 
summer, 
 
Jim Sorenson 
VEHA Board President 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

 

Valle Escondido is a community that provides 
certain amenities for its residents. There is golf, 
swimming, clubhouse activities and fishing. We 
pay $4.00 or more for the fish that are stocked in 
our tanks for the pleasure of homeowners. Our 
ponds must be stocked once or twice a summer. 
The limit Per cabin Per day is 3. It is important 
that we pay attention to those who are fishing our 
ponds. People who are not homeowners cannot 
fish in our ponds and this is clearly posted on 
both lakes. If you suspect someone if taking fish 
illegally, you can check with the clubhouse to 
have someone on staff talk to them. Fishing is a 
great joy in the Valle and we want the fish to be 
available for those who have paid to have the 
lakes stocked.  

Per 
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FireWise: Got Defensible Space? 
By Mary Anne Fogarty 

 
     Once again, Northern New Mexico forests are faced with continued drought conditions. According to 
the U.S. Drought Monitor, broad scale drought conditions for our local forests currently fall in the severe 
to extreme categories. A weak monsoon season in 2020 and ongoing La Nina conditions have stifled 
precipitation. The drought persisted through the winter with less-than-normal snow accumulations. For 
these reasons, communities in our mountain forests need to be vigilant and prepared to do whatever is 
possible to mitigate wildfire risk. 
     The Valle Escondido FireWise Committee is working to help alleviate fire danger to structures in our 
beautiful neighborhood by implementing an incentive program to encourage homeowners to work on 
creating defensible space around their home.  What is defensible space?  It’s the buffer you create 
between a building on your property and the grass, trees, shrubs, or any wildland area that 
surround it. Maintaining defensible space is a work in progress.  Even little efforts can reap large 
benefits, and for that, FireWise is rolling out the Got Defensible Space? sign program. 
     If you rake pine needles and cones, you qualify. If you remove pine needles and pinecones from your 
gutters or lot, you qualify. If you participate in chipper days, you qualify. If you add stone or gravel near 
your foundation, you qualify. There are other ways to qualify as well. An easy-to-fill-out questionnaire, 
available at our Memorial Day homeowner’s meeting, or on Chipper Day, will allow you to place this 
handsome sign on your lot!  Any effort can be rewarded. Questionnaires will also be posted on the website 
(taosgolf.org) or be available in the clubhouse. 
     Need help cleaning up your lot? Judie Maurelli has a list of contractors familiar with the defensible 
space program. Feel free to contact Judie at 719-460-6139 (cell) or 575-751-7132 (home). Judie has 
experience working with some of the contractors and could answer questions or point you in the right 
direction. An official list of contractors will be posted on the website early this summer. 
     Fun fact:  Did you know the W-I-S-E portion of FireWise means “will it survive embers?” Falling 
embers are a real threat during a wildfire. Hot embers are uncontrollable and driven by wind and air 
currents. One small ember can ignite dry leaves, pine needles, or outdoor furniture cushions. Ask yourself 
this question as you evaluate your lot to determine whether or not it’s defensible: Will it survive embers? 
    Chipper Day is coming! Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 12th. Bring your slash to the 
clubhouse parking lot beginning at 9 a.m.  You will receive a checklist that day for the Got Defensible 
Space sign program and qualify for a sign immediately. 
     Reminder: the slash pile is currently closed. However, the burn status is always changing. A message 
to that effect will be posted on the white board near the mail boxes in case it opens up.  You may continue 
to place your pine needles in the pile for pine needles. The onset of their regular removal is set for the end 
of May. 
    You can find educational materials for creating defensible space on the taosgolf.org website and in the 
clubhouse as well. Please take time to familiarize yourself with these materials. Stay tuned for other 
FireWise summer initiatives as well. 
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